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WASHINGTON POST (Final Ed.)

Perry Sharply Warns North

By R. Jeffrey Smith i
Washingsan P Seall Wriar PR

s,
While cagtioning that he did not beli
war is imminent-and was reluctant t

soond “an alarmist note”

bas ordered & series of milita,
conflict and will be *

_g‘_ﬁﬁtimmwxwumotgég

few monthy® to focus mare stteation on

the risks of war there,
: said the United States has no in-
it of i eI 4

ore o
0 }

——
y'a-mc pils U [YR SHAL WOUX I'éq

+ gfispateh of additional outh
.+ Kores. ehnvembeﬁrgdl‘inguh:

. ... ever reaction

. Perey's remarks, In an interview with
reporters and editors of The Washington
Post, underscored the riske of military

, cenflict in Korea and the dilemms facing

- < the Clinton administration in a way that

other U.S, oficials have been reluctant to
atate icly.
Since he became defense

in the sdministration for a tougher public
posture on North Kores, as some conper-
vative kwmakers and former Bush
istration officials have also urged.
view is not shared by some olficials at
Stste Department and in the Seoul
emment, who-have argued that war
best be avorded by eachewing harsh rhat-
:icnnd emphasiring potential diplomatic
utions,

In blunt id “we're Jook-

1

BE

BY

Mar. 31, 1994

Korea
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BT PEEEY mads clear that This danger would ot deter
Washington from taking whatever actions are needed to
prevent North Korea from proceeding with its nuclear
program, “We are poing to stop them from doing that -
he declared, .~ ¢

Perry divided U.S. military preparations into two cate-
gories: nonprovocative, low-profile steps being taken
now.undmrcoeﬂoumum:hathbeukenif
the United Nations imposes economic sanctions againat
North Korea—an action Perry estimated is at leagt gav.
eral months away.

Aircraft spare parts and main tengnce crews are baing
dispatched now to pilitary M.E.Smﬂ.h,xn:n,.hpm
and elsewhers in the region, he said, The Defenge De-

partment is also taking unspecifiad steps to prepare for
the inm insertion” of weaponry capabie of countering
N Korean artillery and is ring for i
ployment of a second battalian of miﬁ 1 ﬁ E ﬁr-
Leptors 1o South Korea.

The first US. Patriot battalico, announiced last week,
prepared Lo leave California’s Oakland Army Base yes-
terday en roule to South Korea, where it will be uned 1o
help defend U.S. military air bases near Seoul. The sec-
ond would be shipped in thi: event U.S. farces are “{acing

Rawd.
_Perry aid he recognized “the palicies and ctratepies we
invoke today will have o certain nek- of provoking North
Korea. But he added, “I'd tather face Hﬁt EE" tk face
the risk of even greater utugggﬁe two of three years
fom now” when the North Koreans have built their ny-
clegt arsénal into @ potent regional threat.

He said Washington was “sendmp them a very strong
messape. and it will be getting stronger as the months go
along.” He described the political and military implica-
tions of the dispute in broad terma, making clear he be-




lieves they extend beyond Washington's long-standing
tréaty commitment to defend South Korea,

Jt's & question of . . . trying to continie to maintain
the relative stability m cic which we've
had ever since the Cold Wir ended,” PErry said. "North
Korea poses a very substantiaj thTéat (o that because its
pursvit of nuclear weapons could engender a reginnal

ATy FACE.
erry s comments came al a mament of considerable
nalitical tenaion over North Korea's yearlong refusal te
accept international ingpections of its nuclear facilities,
The CIA has already conciuded that North Korea may
have enough plutonium for at least one nuclear weapon
but that additional steps would be needed to build more.

The United States and its allies on the United Nations
Security Council began trying yesterday to push through
a resolution that would cali for North Korea to allow the
incpections and aleo order a report oh Narth Koren's
compliance within roughly five weeks from now, officials
8a3id. The resolution also would commit the council to
take “further acticn” if North Korea does not cooperate.

The resolution doss not specify the action, but Presi-
dant Clinton, vacationing in California, told reporters

Yyesterday that “North Koreans will have tn decide
whether they wieh to be completely isolnted or nnt.”

MNevertheless, prospecta for an immediate U.N. vote
dimmed iate yeglerday after China snd a group af devel-
oping countries raised objections. China has not indicated
whether it would veto a resolution, and South Korean
Foreign Minister Han Seung-Joo told reportera after
meeting in Washington yesterday with Secretary of
State Warren Christopher that such a vato appeared
*highly unlikely."

As outiined by Perry, the Clinton administration ia
now pursuing a three-part sirategy aimed at blocking the
North Korean nuclear program. The first aim is to pre-
vent North Korea from driving a diplomatic wedge be-
tween the United States and South Korea, Parry said fu-
ture miiitery preparations woukl be taken on a timetable
acceplable to the South Karean government.

The second U.S. aim is to enaure that 11,5, and South
Karean pround troops are capable of blunting any Nerth
Korean invasion across the demiiitarized zone scparating
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the two countries.

There are no “indicatars™ that an invasion by North
Korcan forces 1s imminent, Perry said, but in any such
conflict the United States “would be in it in » minute” he.
caune the firat North Korean shot would probably strike
one of the 37,000 U.S. treops in Scuth Korea.

The third U1.S. aitn is 10 ensure that the Air Force “ean

Lwcﬂr_w.ﬂhﬂmmujr_mm_wﬂ
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“massive airstrikes on North Korean ground farces,”
Pergg said,

Airstrikes are :mpomm because a deployment of suf-
ficient 11,8, ground farces to repel an invasion and move
into North Korea would take two months

Perry said he 4 ns
its South Korep, where he will discusa nar just the “nuts
and bolts {of military preparatinns] but also the when and
how and why” of tnking such steps,

Speciul corresponden! fulia Prestan at the United
Natligny contribuled lo this repor,



